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CONTACTS – 
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8/452 Swift Street, Albury NSW 2640    
Ph: 02 6041 6641, Mobile: 0419 305 901, 
Fax: 02 6021 0011 
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http://www.hin.com.au/
mailto:president@lowchillaustralia.com.au
http://www.lowchillasutralia.com.au/
mailto:cm@lowchillaustralia.com.au
mailto:australian.stonefruit.grower@aapt.net.au
mailto:ceo@summerfruit.com.au
http://www.summerfruit.com.au/
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FFrroomm  tthhee  SSuummmmeerrffrruuii tt  CChhaaiirrmmaann  --  
 
With harvest in full swing and a drought here in Queensland every bit as severe as the 
droughts of the early 1980’s and 1990’s my report will be brief, as there is no busier or 
challenging time of the year than right now. 

  
Since the last edition of our newsletter we have seen two events that will have a major impact in future years on Australia’s 
stone fruit growers.  
 

The release of the final report into Fenthion has occurred resulting in a twelve month phase out period for the 
chemical, followed by the total loss of it as an agent for the control of fruit fly from October 2015. 
 

SAL has fought hard for the retention of this chemical for use against fruit fly as nothing else currently available can 
compare either in  efficacy or economically, however it is a worldwide trend to remove organophosphates from the food 
chain and it would seem that the loss of this chemical is a continuation of that process. 

 

 

2014-2015 Board  

mailto:pikescreek@bigpond.com
mailto:adrianconti@summerfruit.com.au
mailto:mikeoakley@summerfruit.com.au
mailto:jasonsize@bigpond.com
mailto:springhillorchard@gmail.com
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The twelve month phase out period should now be used constructively by growers to develop the best possible control 
programs for fruit fly in their regions utilizing the options that will be available post fenthion in October 2015. 
 
The one certainty is that fruit flies are likely to become more difficult and more expensive to control, and that managing the 
endemic fly populations post-harvest and through the winter period will be crucial for successful control through the 
following growing season. 
 
Testing for chemical residues in fruit is now being done at a much lower level of recording than in the past and fenthion can 
now be detected at a minute presence (0.01mg per kg).  Previous fenthion test results looked at the parent component of 
fenthion when determining the fruit residue level.  Now tests are also including the fenthion sulfoxides which result as the 
raw fenthion breaks down.  The slightest traces of fenthion in fruit can now be detected and we can be sure that stone fruit 
will be extensively tested following the suspension of label uses for fenthion in stonefruit from October 2015. 
 
The forced changes to HAL that have resulted in it moving from an entity owned by the industry bodies representing growers 
from the many different streams of horticulture in Australia to a grower owned entity have created much uncertainty in how 
the funding of future research and development and marketing activities are going to be determined. 
 
It could only happen in Canberra, where an existing structure is destroyed before its replacement is functional or the 
model for its replacement has been agreed to.  How your voice as a levy payer is going to be heard or how the projects that 
are important to the long term development of Australia’s Summerfruit Industry are going to get prioritized for funding 
drawn from the levies that are collected and deducted from the account sales from every kilo of fruit produced on every farm 
sold either direct to supermarkets or through the central market system is still unknown. 
 
It is important for all growers that their voice is not lost to a few noisy individuals or that the control of the levies collected 
directly from them from the sale of their fruit is not lost to people with no “skin” in the industry.  The levy is not a tax, it is a 
commitment that growers have given to invest in research and development and marketing in their industry.  It is important 
now that to have a say in how your levy monies are invested you need to ensure that you register as a grower member of 
Horticulture Innovation Australia Limited. 
 
I hope that your harvest is progressing well 
and that it is not as dry or hot in your part of 
Australia as it currently is in Queensland. 
 
Kind regards 
 

Andrew Finlay – Chairman 
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ABN 283 812 712 44 

2013-2014 COMMITTEE  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  
 

Notice is hereby given that the Annual General Meeting of Low Chill Australia Inc.  will be held on Tuesday, 
16th December 2014 at the Bangalow Bowling Club, Bangalow, northern NSW, commencing at 11am (Eastern 
Summer Time).  The Meeting will break for Lunch and is expected to finish at 3.30pm. 
 
A Full Meeting Agenda will be forwarded by email to members and those associated with the Low Chill Stonefruit 
Industry preceding the Meeting and will be available on the Low Chill Australia Inc. website: 
www.lowchillaustralia.com.au.    
 

Please NOTE that only Financial Members will be allowed to vote at the Annual General Meeting. 
 
Mark Napper       
LCA President      
 
 15 November 2014 
 
 

 PRESIDENT 
 Mark Napper  
 P: 02 6687 2376, M: 0413 007 197  
 E: president@lowchillaustralia.com.au 
 
 VICE PRESIDENT 
 Ross Stuhmcke 
 P: 07 5462 5202, F: 07 5462 5333, M: 0413 179 133  
 E: vice.president@lowchillaustralia.com.au 
 
 SECRETARY 
 Position Currently Unfilled  
 Email Directed through the President’s Email 
 E: secretary@lowchillaustralia.com.au 
   
 TREASURER 
 Greg Foster 
 P: 02 6687 1295, F: 02 6687 2406, M: 0407 871 756 
 E: treasurer@lowchillaustralia.com.au 
 
 

 COMMITTEE MEMBER  
 Neil Mungall 
 P: 07 4160 0500, F: 07 4162 4748, M: 0427 739 540 
 E: neil.mungall@lowchillaustralia.com.au  
 
 COMMITTEE MEMBER  
 Frank Pirlo  
 P: 02 6628 2328, F: 02 6628 2139 
 E: frank.pirlo@lowchillaustralia.com.au  
  
 COMMITTEE MEMBER  
 Rod Thomson 
 P: 02 6629 5187, F: 02 6629 5427  
 E: rod.thomson@lowchillaustralia.com.au 
 
 COMMITTEE MEMBER  
 Dr Bruce Topp 
 P: 07 5453 5973, F: 07 5453 5901  
 E: bruce.topp@lowchillaustralia.com.au  
 
 

 

http://www.lowchillaustralia.com.au/
mailto:president@lowchillaustralia.com.au
mailto:blackboy.ridge@uq.net.au
mailto:secretary@lowchillaustralia.com.au
mailto:treasurer@lowchillaustralia.com.au
mailto:neil.mungall@lowchillaustralia.com.au
mailto:frank.pirlo@lowchillaustralia.com.au
mailto:rod.thomson@lowchillaustralia.com.au
mailto:bruce.topp@lowchillaustralia.com.au
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FFrr oomm  tthhee  LL CCAA  PPrr eessiiddeenntt   –– Mark Napper  

 
As the 2014 low chill season moves on, some of us who are finished are slowly raising our 
heads up out of the picking bag, packing shed or price discussions. 
 
The season for Northern New South Wales has been extremely dry.  Fortunately we had the 
August dumping which blessed us with good water supplies.  With reduced numbers of 
growers and a consequent decrease in production, prices remained similar to last year.  Are 
prices adequate for survival?  For some yes, for others maybe not.  Unfortunately, the 
reality is that this is the market and as price takers we have to adopt, adjust or exit.  The other reality is that 
innovation holds the key.  
 

Final report by APVMA on Fenthion was disappointing … 
Looking back over recent months we have had the final report by APVMA on Fenthion which was disappointing.  
A 12 month transition is grossly inadequate for us to finalise any definite alternatives.  A one season crop makes 
testing slow.  This year being a very dry year and low fly numbers made trials on new products difficult to draw 
definitive conclusions.   
 
The Holy Grail for fruit fly control is a female Q fly trap.  With news of some success with guava growers in 
trapping female flies, a Field Day was hastily arranged at Robert & Robin Hood’s property.  Early indications 
were promising with growers’ trialling this season.  Other trials also continued.  Updates on these trials will be 
discussed at our AGM.  The Field Day was extremely well attended with a Brown Rot update being presented by 
Oscar Villalta.  Thanks to Team Hood for hosting us. 
 
An open day to assess new varieties from your Low Chill breeding program was hosted by Greg Foster at Greg 
Nash’s property.  There were some very exciting and promising results.  Again more will be said at our AGM. 
Thanks to the two Greg’s for hosting the morning and being involved in the breeding program.  Please consider 
these varieties when planning your new plantings as the sale proceeds go to support the program and your 
industry.  
 
Looking forward to seeing you at our AGM on December 16, 11:00 am, Bangalow Bowling Club.  
 
Kind regards 

Mark Napper – President 

Low Chill Australia Inc. 

 
 
 

 

CHECK OUT THE LOW CHILL AUSTRALIA INC. WEBSITE www.lowchillaustralia.com.au 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.lowchillaustralia.com.au/
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SSuummmmeerr ffrr uuii tt   CCEEOO  RRoouunndd  UUpp  ……  
 

 
On t he cusp of  curbing domest ic  

oversupply int o t he f ut ure 
 
 
 
 

Well into November, the season gearing up, shaping up with some very good production outcomes, the long wait for official 
market access is soon to become a reality.  As the eternal optimist, early to mid-December is gaining favouritism for some 
‘life saving’ news for Industry overall. 
 

Free Trade Agreement … 
Recently, September 2014, there have been encouraging representations by Federal & State Delegations to the Peoples 
Republic of China.   These included the Federal Minister for Agriculture Hon. Barnaby Joyce MP – I was fortunate to be 
part of this delegation; the State of Victoria Delegation, led by the Hon. Peter Walsh, Minister for Agriculture, Water 
& Food Security; a high profile group of stone fruit producers from the Swan Hill & Cobram Regions accompanied by 
the Trade Market  Access Division from Canberra and support from our Embassy staff in Beijing as well. 
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May I take a quick moment to thank and congratulate Mr. Rob Williams  – Agricultural Post, Beijing, for the work he has 
conducted for the Stonefruit Industry during his term in Beijing.  Rob is returning to Australia in January 2015. 
The ‘stars’ are starting to line up for an exciting phase of our Industry.  Until recently we were having anxious moments 
about Brown Rot and how to manage this pest/disease.  Brown Rot has now been agreed to be a management only pest – to 
minimise presence but no need for freedom.  In other words, a non-actionable item in the protocol when announced.  Another 
good news story is that there will be no mandatory preclearance inspections.  This will save Industry considerable dollars in 
export costs.  Intransit Cold Treatment schedules have not been finalised and other contingencies are yet to be finalised. 
 
With exports, we are to expect imports and the Chinese wish to commence shipments of nectarines to Australia for their 
season of 2015.  Industry will have input into the Chinese protocol.  Additional to this will be collaboration by both countries 
for: 

1. Professional Development and Training – Lead Agency is ATGA (Table Grapes); 
2. Research & Development – Lead Agency is Vic. DEPI; Component 1: using world leading genomic selection to 

fast track peach breeding in China. Component 2: Harvest and post harvest handling technology research to improve 
the export performance of Chinese and Australian fruit exports to assist bilateral trade; 

3. Marketing  – Lead Agency is Summerfruit; 
Program: Chinese stonefruit marketing   
Chinese stonefruit is likely to be imported to Australia during July to September (outside of the Australian stonefruit 
season). The program would target: 
• Australia’s Chinese community with an emphasis on the major capital cities of Sydney and Melbourne 
• Stonefruit lovers 
• Wholesalers and retailers, most likely to be greengrocers and independent supermarkets (may be resistance from 

Coles and Woolworths). 
• Building a positive perception of the quality and safety of the fruit will be key to the program’s success.  

4. Apple cooperation – Lead Agency APAL, Component 1: APAL memorandum of understanding with Zhengzhou 
Fruit Research Institute. Component 2: Pink Lady TM Licensing; and 

5. Research Cooperation – Fruit Flies – Aim, To facilitate bilateral cooperation with China on technical research and 
regulatory systems to manage fruit fly for the purpose of promoting mutual trade outcomes.  This proposal is made 
on a without prejudice basis. 

 
What I have just outlined is the ‘new’ dynamic in collaboration and is keenly welcomed by both countries.  With the 
predicted Free Trade Agreement about to be announced, this cooperation will surely balance and encourage 
favourable trade improvements to make commercially viable protocols for the future when more trust is established – 
‘guanxi’.  
 

Exclusive Agency for DA Meters …  
Your Board has taken on the exclusive agency for DA Meters in Australia.  Please refer to the No. 3/12 August 2012 edition 
of the Australian Stonefruit Grower, Page 16, for the description and background to this valuable tool for fruit quality.   It 
will definitely lift the bar for your output and quality measurements. 
 
I will take orders ceo@summerfruit.com.au for this meter, please note we have been able to negotiate a very keen price. 
Presently, depending on exchange rates, to order a unit expect a unit price of Eu 2.900 = A$.  Already 10 units have been 
ordered.  Please think seriously an outright purchase or about how you can cooperatively share one with you neighbours.  
The future technology being developed will make this device an absolute must have.  I will circulate a short pptx 
presentation on the benefits of these meters.  
 

Update on Horticulture Innovation Australia Limited … 
To bring you up to date with your new organisation, I have included the latest advice from the HIAL Chair.  
 

Dear Mr Moore 
Horticulture Australia Limited (HAL) has been working closely with Government over the last four months to 
implement much of the recent report “Better Value for Growers – a Future for HAL” prepared by ACIL Allen 
Consulting. 
 

As a consequence of the recommendations in this report a new company, Horticulture Innovation Australia Ltd (HIA 
Ltd), was created with the specific purpose of assuming the role of industry services/export control body at the expiry 

mailto:ceo@summerfruit.com.au
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of HAL’s statutory funding agreement (SFA) on 4 November 2014.  This company will have a new constitution and 
will transition to grower levy payers as registered voting members in November 2015. 
 

Progress towards this goal has generally been on track.  The company has been established and the new board was 
welcomed by the Federal Minister for Agriculture on 7 October 2014. 
 

HIA Ltd has been advised by the Minister that it will receive all of HAL’s industry assets and liabilities through a 
declaration that will come into effect on 4 November (today).  By declaration dated 23 October 2014, HAL ceased to 
be industry services/export control body at midnight on 3 November 2014.  HAL’s SFA expired simultaneously. 
HIA Ltd will not be declared the industry services/export control body until the negotiations regarding a new 
constitution and SFA are concluded.  These negotiations are still in progress, and hopefully they will be completed 
by the end of this week. 
 

HIA Ltd has been advised by the Department of Agriculture that due to administrative protocols the estimated date 
of the outstanding declarations could be delayed until 24/25 November, although earlier resolution is possible. 
HIA Ltd has also been formally notified that it cannot expend any Commonwealth funds until the effective date of the 
declarations.  It will also not receive any additional Commonwealth funds, including research and development and 
marketing amounts or matching funding. 
 

Until HIA Ltd is declared the industry services/export control body: 
1. It may not enter into new contracts and funding arrangements 
2. All payments associated with the transferred HAL portfolio of investments will be suspended from 4 November.   
HIA Ltd undertakes to attend to all payments and other matters as soon as it is able. 
 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me or John Lloyd on 02 8295 2321. 
 

Selwyn Snell HIA Chairman 
 
I will keep you posted on any new developments as they come to hand. In the next newsletter I will include a broader 
overview of events and the outlook for the new HIAL. 
 
John Moore CEO – Summerfruit Australia Ltd 
 

For any further assistance, please contact 
John Moore – CEO – Summerfruit Australia Ltd. – Ph: +61 419 305 901 - Mobile: 0419 305 901 
Email:  ceo@summerfruit.com.au – Address: 8/452 Swift St., Albury NSW 2640 
 
 
 

 

To find out more about Summerfruit Australia Ltd, check out the website: www.summerfruit.com.au  
 

 
 

 

mailto:ceo@summerfruit.com.au
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II nndduussttrr yy  NNeewwss  ……  
 

AAggrr iiccuull ttuurr ee  mmiinniisstteerr   wweellccoommeess  nneeww  
hhoorr tt iiccuull ttuurr ee  bbooddyy  

The Australian Government has welcomed the registration of Horticulture 
Innovation Australia Limited as a new research, development and marketing 
body to support Australia's $9.5 billion horticulture industry.  

 
"Horticulture Innovation Australia will be ably led by its board members Ridley Bell, Rob Clark, David Cliffe , Susan 
Finger, David Moon, Stephen Morrow, Mark Napper , Selwyn Snell and Peter Wauchope," Minister Joyce said. 
 
"These board members bring well-rounded skills to the company, including a wealth of corporate and horticulture knowledge 
which will help deliver a profitable future for Australia’s horticulture industry," Minister Joyce said. 
  
"I expect Horticulture Innovation Australia will finalise its structure and the company's constitution at its first meeting.  I 
also expect it to commence negotiations with the government around a deed of agreement which could see it receive and 
invest more than $100 million in grower levies, industry contributions and taxpayer funds in horticulture programmes 
annually." 
 
The establishment of Horticulture Innovation Australia follows a recent independent report into the performance of 
Horticulture Australia Limited which recommended a change to a new, grower-owned research and development company.  
It also follows the commencement of a Senate Inquiry into industry structures and systems governing the imposition of and 
disbursement of marketing and research and development levies in the agricultural sector. 
  
"The levy system is a critical element in Australia’s research and development model.  It is important to ensure it is operating 
efficiently and effectively.  That is why I support the recently commenced Senate inquiry into levies," Minister Joyce said.  
"Many of the changes stemming from the HAL independent performance review are foundational and can happen separately 
to the inquiry.  While I do not want to pre-empt any outcome of the inquiry, there is still scope to make additional changes to 
the horticulture levy system later on down the track." 
 

HIAL BOARD MEMBERS  
• Mr Ridley Bell (NSW) – Mr Bell is a blueberry grower and the owner of Mountain Blue Farms.  He is a 

commercial fruit grower, supplying to retailers and nurseries in both the domestic and international market.  
Mountain Blue Farms is committed to advancing the development of R&D in terms of breeding and technology. 

• Professor Rob Clark (TAS) – Mr Clark has considerable research and development experience including a 
previous position as Deputy Chairman of Rural Industries Research & Development Corporation and the Director 
of the Tasmanian Institute of Agriculture at the University of Tasmania. 

• Mr David Cliffe (NSW)  – Mr Cliffe has broad experience across a number of horticultural industries in his 
capacity as a nurseryman supplying plant material to the vegetable, deciduous fruit tree and citrus industries.  

• Ms Susan Finger (VIC) – Ms Finger is a Victorian apple orchardist, with a successful history in farmer and 
industry representation organisations.  She is currently a Board member of the Victorian Farmers Federation (VFF) 
and the immediate past president of the VFF Horticulture Group. 

• Mr  David Moon (QLD) – Mr Moon has an understanding of company and marketing management as well as 
grassroots grower experience as Managing Director of Moonrocks, an onion growing company.  Mr Moon is also a 
member of the Agriculture Industry Advisory Committee. 

• Mr Stephen Morrow (QLD)  – Mr Morrow has over 30 years experience in agribusiness across a number of 
industries as both a CEO and a non-executive Director. Mr Morrow is currently Chairman of Buderim Ginger Ltd, 
Chairman Priestley's Gourmet Holdings Ltd, and a Director of Pilton Valley Premium Pork Ltd.  

• Mr Mark Napper (NSW)  – Mr Napper has 30 years experience in Australian agribusiness, 22 of which have been 
in horticulture. Mr Napper owns a fruit orchard in Bangalow NSW and currently grows peaches, nectarines and 
custard apples having previously grown avocadoes, mangoes and mandarins.  

• Mr Selwyn Snell (QLD) – Mr Snell has extensive experience as a senior executive with leading agribusiness and 
biotechnology enterprises in Australia and internationally.  Mr Snell is currently, Chairman of the Council of Rural 
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Research and Development Corporations, the Queensland Government’s Horticultural Development Committee and 
Barawyn Pty Ltd.  He is a non-executive Director of Plant Health Australia Limited and member of the APVMA 
advisory board.  

• Mr Peter Wauchope (WA) – Mr Wauchope is the General Manager of Center West Exports and Sun City Farms.  
Mr Wauchope has a robust understanding of sales, marketing and export experience given Center West is a major 
exporter of produce to various countries including Singapore, Japan, Hong Kong, Taiwan, Middle East, Maldives as 
well as supplying the domestic market.  

 
 

II nndduussttrr yy  NNeewwss  ……  
 

ACCC takes further action against Coles for alleged 
unconscionable conduct towards its suppliers 

 

The Australian Competition and Consumer Commission has instituted proceedings in the Federal Court of Australia 
against Coles Supermarkets Australia Pty Ltd and Grocery Holdings Pty Ltd (together, Coles) alleging that Coles engaged 
in unconscionable conduct in contravention of the Australian Consumer Law (ACL). 
 

“This is a matter of significant public interest involving allegations of unconscionable conduct by a large national company in its 
dealings with small business suppliers in the highly concentrated supermarket industry,” ACCC Chairman Rod Sims said.  “The 
ACCC alleges that Coles took advantage of its superior bargaining position by demanding money from suppliers that it was not 
lawfully entitled to, and was, in all the circumstances, unconscionable.”  
 

“The ACCC has commenced these proceedings because it considers the alleged conduct was contrary to the prevailing business 
and social values which underpin business standards that apply to dealings with suppliers,” Mr Sims said. 
“These proceedings will provide the Court with an opportunity to consider whether conduct of this nature, if proven, is unlawful in 
the context of large businesses dealing with their suppliers.” 
 

These proceedings arise out of the same investigation as the proceedings that were instituted by the ACCC against Coles on 5 May 
2014 in respect to Coles’ Active Retail Collaboration (ARC) program.  "The proceedings relating to ARC allege unconscionable 
conduct in the design and implementation of the ARC program specifically, whereas these new proceedings concern conduct 
which occurred in the course of Coles' day to day interactions with suppliers," Mr Sims said. 
 

In the latest proceedings, the ACCC alleges that in 2011, Coles, outside of its trading terms with the suppliers concerned: 
• pursued agreements to pay Coles for “profit gaps” on a supplier’s goods, being the difference between the amount of profit 

Coles had wanted to make on those goods and the amount it had achieved; 
• pursued agreements to pay Coles, both retrospectively and prospectively, for amounts it claimed as “waste” on a supplier’s 

goods which occurred after Coles had accepted the goods, and price reductions, or “markdowns” implemented by Coles to 
clear goods; 

• imposed fines or penalties on suppliers for short or late deliveries. 
It is alleged that the causes of both profit gaps and “waste and markdowns” were usually outside the control of suppliers, and that 
the amount of the fines Coles imposed was unrelated to the value of the goods, to any loss that Coles might actually have suffered 
from the short or late delivery, or to the reasons for the short or late delivery. 
 

The ACCC alleges that Coles took advantage of its superior bargaining position and sought to achieve these outcomes by, among 
other things: 

• demanding agreements to pay money where it knew, or ought reasonably to have known that it had no legitimate 
basis for doing so; 

• failing to provide adequate information to suppliers to allow them to understand the basis upon which the demands 
were made; 

• applying undue pressure by, in some cases:  
o threatening measures that were commercially detrimental to the suppliers if they refused to agree to payments; 
o by pressing suppliers for urgent responses to agree to payments; or 
o by making multiple demands of suppliers for different types of payments; 

• withholding money due to suppliers and refusing to repay money when it knew it was not entitled to retain it. 
The ACCC is seeking pecuniary penalties, declarations, injunctions and costs.  The matter was listed for a directions 
hearing in Melbourne at 10am on Friday 24 October 2014 before Justice Gordon. 
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II nndduussttrr yy  NNeewwss  ……  
 

“Local”  gains traction for Sydney Summer Fruit Growers 
 
Peach and nectarine growers on Sydney’s outskirts 
have combined with Woolworths, Australia’s largest 
supermarket chain, to deliver tree-ripened fruit to 
22 local Woolworths’ stores, all within 30km of their 
orchards. 
  
The families, marketing under their exclusive brand 
“Bombowlee - local fruit for local families”, have been 
known for their premium, early season peaches and 
nectarines since the 1930s, and supplying Woolworths 
for over 50 years. 
 
Mark Jolly  of Jolly Family Orchards, and part of the 
Bombowlee group says “the response by consumers in 
Sydney’s northwest to our initial tree-ripened program 
last season with Woolworths was outstanding.  This 
season is shaping up to be bigger and better for even 
more consumers and for our growers, thanks to the 
support by Woolworths”. 
 
“Although Woolworths has around 900 stores nationally, they have demonstrated the flexibility to link with local growers to 
market to local families through their local stores. As a result, our growers, consumers and Woolworths all benefit,” Mr Jolly 
observed. 
 
Fruit is being selectively picked at its peak maturity and is on the Woolworths’ 
shelves within 24 hours.   This means fruit spends more time on the trees to develop 
the best flavour, sweetness and juiciness.   Ray Christie of Christie Orchards, and 
part of the Bombowlee group says, “Bombowlee is a local brand that allows us to 
pool our fruit.   Most importantly it allows us to provide consistent quality and eating 
experiences to local consumers.  We also take special care to protect our fruit from 
harvest to consumers, because it is tree-ripened and ready to eat.”  
 
The fresh picked and locally grown peaches and nectarines will be available from early November through to December.  
 
 

One Way of Marketing Fruit – ‘Dressing’ up peaches in China 
Sent to the Editor for possible publication? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bombowlee orchardists Linda and Mark Jolly with 
Woolworths’ Garth Leary 
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PLANTING NEW TREES SOON? 
                        WE CAN SUPPLY POTTED  

                         AND/OR BARE-ROOTED TREES. 
 

                   CHOICE OF ROOTSTOCK 
                       ALL PUBLIC VARIETIES 

                  ALL DEEDI VARIETIES DEVELOPED  
                  BY DR. BRUCE TOPP 

 
 New low-chill flat peaches, nectarine and 
 other novelty varieties. 
 For more information and orders please feel free 
 to contact us to discuss your requirements. 

                     Blackboy Ridge - 07 5462 5202 
                     bbr385@bigpond.com 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

New Varieties ↑ 
 
 

 
 
 

mailto:bbr385@bigpond.com
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RReesseeaarr cchh  ……  
 

Market Potential for Value Added Peach, Nectarine, 
Plum and Apricot Product. 

  
Project Leader: Joanna Frith 
Research Provider:   Montague Fresh 
Project Number:  SF13000 (Completion Date: July 14, 2014) 
Author: Joanna Frith  
 

Technical Summary … 
The market for fresh summerfruit is under supply pressure, heavily driven by the volume of less than optimum retail grade 
fruit, typically due to visual defects.  If other distribution options can be found for this fruit, it would leave a platform in 
these fresh fruit markets that is more receptive to further value being added.  Juicing this imperfect fruit is an option that 
would remove volume from the fresh market, which is core to the rationale for investigating this possibility. 
 

Market precedents exist for fresh apple juice, however there are minimal existing examples of fresh summerfruit juice 
products in either the Australian market or internationally.  As a result, summerfruit could present a unique and positive 
product feature, but also an unkown that requires a marketing investment to gain consumer confidence. 
 

This project maps out the overall juice market in Australia, profiling apparent distribution channel volumes and mechanisms 
and the requirements to access these as a juice supplier.  It also analyses the current competitive landscape in the Australian 
juice market which a new product would be required to face, and the relationship between juice product attributes and value, 
and what can be learned from this for a new juice product. 

• The Australian juice market is highly competitive, with the majority of the market controlled by four key players. 
Small suppliers are exposed to high costs and face risks and a precedence of high failure rates.  The premium juice 
segment is characterized by a large number of small and mid-size players.   

• There is a clear correlation between pack size and price per litre, pointing to the use of smaller sizes as an approach 
to establish a price premium. 

• Retail sales of juice are relatively consistent over the course of the year with a small peak over the summer months. 
• Success in the juice market requires the correct bundling of features including pack size, product attributes, 

branding/marketing and distribution arrangements. 
• There are a wide range of product attributes attached to a premium juice product, and individual attributes are not a 

guarantee of a price premium. 
• A premium is more frequently associated with a bundle of attributes, and the highest value is attached to attribute 

bundles incorporating a ‘base’, a health attribute, and a ‘premium’ attribute which adds a unique aspect to the brand. 
• Summerfruit has a small presence in the Australian juice market, but where used it has been positioned as a special 

ingredient. 
• Many premium juice brands have effective marketing platforms that include a personal story, attractive packaging 

and an active social media presence.  A new competitor would need to consider the requirements to compete in each 
of these areas. 

• There are a range of pathways to market available for independent juice suppliers, which offer distribution potential 
for a range of different supply volumes. 

• Direct supply to supermarkets offers advantages in simplified logistics and high volume, but new products face 
challenges capturing sales in a highly competitive juice category. 

• Corporate juice suppliers hold significant influence.  Securing distribution through this pathway requires large 
volumes, branding support and a range of juice product variants. 

• Use of third party distributors is a common approach for independent juice suppliers, but requires direct competition 
with other smaller-sized juice players, branding support and moderate volumes. 

• The foodservice sector presents an opportunity for smaller-scale supplier with niche products, but direct distribution 
can require significant investment in delivery capacity. 

• Distribution through wholesale markets to greengrocers and foodservice has the lowest volume barrier to entry and 
offers a number of market positioning advantages 
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Oriental Fruit Fly - Photo Ana Rodriguez 
 

Map 1: Fruit fly distribution before 

Map 2: Fruit fly distribution now 

 

RReesseeaarr cchh  ……  
 

Fruit Fly – A global research effort has finally resolved a major 
biosecurity issue: four of the world’s most destructive agricultural 
pests are actually one and the same.  
 

For twenty years some of the world’s most damaging pest fruit flies have been almost impossible to distinguish from 
each other.  The ability to identify pests is central to quarantine, trade, pest management and basic research.  
 
In 2009 a coordinated research effort got underway to definitively answer this question 
by resolving the differences, if any, between five of the most destructive fruit flies: the 
Oriental fruit fly , the Philippine fruit fly , the Invasive fruit fly , the Carambola 
fruit fly , and the Asian Papaya fruit fly.  These species cause incalculable damage to 
horticultural industries and food security across Asia, Africa, the Pacific and parts of 
South America.  
 
The Philippine fruit fly was formally recognised as the same species as the Asian 
Papaya fruit fly in 2013.  The latest study goes further, conclusively demonstrating 

that they are also the same biological species as the Oriental and Invasive 
fruit flies. These four species have now been combined under the single 
name: Bactrocera dorsalis, the Oriental fruit fly.  The closely-related 
Carambola fruit fly remains distinct.  
 
Professor Tony Clarke, Chair of Fruit Fly Biology and 
Management from the Plant Biosecurity Cooperative 
Research Centre (PBCRC) and the Queensland University 
of Technology (QUT), believes the integrated 
multidisciplinary nature of the project leaves little doubt 
the species are identical.  
 
“More than 40 researchers from 20 countries examined 
evidence across a range of disciplines, using 
morphological, molecular, cytogenetic, behavioural and 
chemoecological data to present a compelling case for 

this taxonomic change,” he said.  
 
“This outcome has major implications for global plant 
biosecurity, especially for developing countries in Africa 
and Asia,” said Professor Clarke. 
 
“For example, Invasive (now Oriental) fruit fly has 
devastated African fruit production with crop losses 
exceeding 80 per cent, widespread trade restrictions with 
refusal of shipments into Europe and Japan, and 
significant economic and social impacts to farming 
communities.”  
 
Keeping exotic fruit fly out is a major concern for Australian biosecurity agencies.  While an outbreak of Papaya fruit fly 
near Cairns in the mid-1990s inflicted $A100 million in eradication and industry costs, current estimates rate the Oriental 
fruit fly as the biggest threat to Australian plant biosecurity, with the total cost to the nation of an invasion estimated at $A1 
billion.  
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Tony Steeper – 
Corporate Communications and Engagement 
Manager 
Plant Biosecurity Cooperative Research Centre 
 

 

Combining the four species will mean a major reassessment of Australia’s exotic fruit fly risk.  
 

“Globally, accepting these four pests as a single species will lead to improved international cooperation in pest management, 
more effective quarantine measures, reduced barriers to international trade, the wider application of established post-harvest 
treatments, improved fundamental research and, most importantly, enhanced food security for some of the world’s poorest 
nations,” said Professor Clarke.  
 

The paper, B. papayae, B. invadens, and B. dorsalis synonymy, is published in the journal Systematic Entomology: 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/syen.12113/abstract and is a collaboration between 33 research organisations in 
20 countries, supported by the Food and Agriculture Organisation of the United Nations and the International Atomic Energy 
Agency.  
 

Study implications … 
• a major reassessment of the risk of exotic fruit fly incursions to Australian horticulture – currently the biggest 

threat to Australian plant biosecurity 
• improved international cooperation in pest management 
• more effective quarantine measures 
• reduced barriers to international trade 
• the wider application of established post-harvest 

treatments 
• improved fundamental research  
• enhanced food security for some of the world’s 

poorest nations 
 

Study contributors … 
1. School of Earth, Environmental and Biological Sciences, Queensland University of Technology, Queensland, Australia 
2. Plant Biosecurity Cooperative Research Centre, Australian Capital Territory, Australia 
3. Department of Biotechnology, Mahidol University, Bangkok, Thailand 
4. Department of Entomology, Kasetsart University, Bangkok, Thailand 
5. Bio-Protection Research Centre, Lincoln University, New Zealand 
6. FAO/IAEA Division of Nuclear Techniques in Food and Agriculture, Austria 
7. Department of Environmental and Natural Resources Management, University of Patras, Greece 
8. Center for Plant Health Science and Technology, USDA-APHIS, USA 
9. Fujian Agriculture and Forestry University, China 
10. ARC Centre of Excellence in Plant Energy Biology and School of Chemistry and Biochemistry , The University of Western 

Australia 
11. Elizabeth Macarthur Agricultural Institute, NSW Department of Primary Industries, Australia 
12. Department of Agricultural Extension, Ministry of Agriculture and Cooperatives, Bangkok, Thailand 
13. Invertebrates Section, Royal Museum for Central Africa, Belgium 
14. Aristotle University of Thessaloniki, Greece 
15. International Centre of Insect Physiology and Ecology (ICIPE), Nairobi, Kenya 
16. Department of Biology, University of Patras, Greece 
17. Tropical Crop and Commodity Protection Research Unit,  USDA Agricultural Research Services, Hawaii, USA 
18. Institute of Food and Radiation Biology, Atomic Energy Research Establishment, Bangladesh  
19. Department of Cell and Molecular Biology, University of Hawaii, USA 
20. Department of Biology, Universiti Putra Malaysia, Malaysia 
21. Central Coast Primary Industries Centre, NSW Department of Primary Industries, Australia 
22. Centre for Water in the Minerals Industry, Sustainable Minerals Institute, University of Queensland, Australia 
23. Department of Plant and Environmental Protection Sciences, University of Hawaii at Manoa, USA 
24. Pakistan Museum of Natural History, Pakistan 
25. Department of Biology and Biotechnology, University of Pavia, Italy 49 
26. Department of Crop Science and Production, Sokoine University of Agriculture, Tanzania 
27. Graduate School of Agriculture, Kyoto University, Kyoto, Japan 
28. USDA-APHIS, Waimanlo, Hawaii, USA 
29. Department of Agriculture, Ministry of Agriculture and Cooperatives, Bangkok, Thailand 
30. Tan Hak Heng, Penang, Malaysia  
31. Fruit Fly Molecular Genetic Laboratory, Mahidol University, Thailand 
32. National Agricultural Research Centre, Islamabad, Pakistan 
33. School of Environmental and Natural Resource Sciences, Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia, Malaysia 

 

http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/syen.12113/abstract
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II nndduussttrr yy  II nnffoorr mmaatt iioonn  ……  
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RReesseeaarr cchh  ……  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



                                                                                                                                             

Australian Stonefruit Grower                   Page 21                                             No 4/14 – NOVEMBER 2014  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



                                                                                                                                             

Australian Stonefruit Grower                   Page 22                                             No 4/14 – NOVEMBER 2014  

 

II nndduussttrr yy  II nnffoorr mmaatt iioonn  ……  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



                                                                                                                                             

Australian Stonefruit Grower                   Page 23                                             No 4/14 – NOVEMBER 2014  

 

PPuubbll iiccaatt iioonn  DDeettaaii llss  ……  
 

  

AAuussttrr aall iiaann  SSttoonneeffrr uuii tt   GGrr oowweerr   
incorporating the Low Chill Stonefrui t Grower 

--  22001155  PPuubbll iiccaatt iioonn  TTiimmeettaabbllee  --  
Contributions are invited for the next scheduled publication - FEBRUARY 2015. 

 

 

FEBRUARY MAY  AUGUST NOVEMBER  
Advertising Deadline 

7 February 
Advertising Deadline 

21 April  
Advertising Deadline 

31 July 
Advertising Deadline 

31 October 

Copy Deadline 
10 February 

Copy Deadline 
28 April  

Copy Deadline 
7 August 

Copy Deadline 
7 November 

Note: Publication Dates are subject to change at the discretion of the Publishers. 

Advertising in this publication are very reasonable and provide a cost effective way of informing members about your 
products and services. 
 

ADVERTISING RATES  – Please request an ADVERTISING BOOKING FORM. 

Full Page - $250.00* Half Page - $175.00* Quarter Page - $100.00* 
*Rates are subject to GST if applicable.  Advertisers will be invoiced following the publication issue and the terms are Strictly 30 Days. 
 

CONTACT  –  
Col Scotney – National Producer/Editor 

Australian Stonefruit Grower – Email: australian.stonefruit.grower@aapt.net.au  

Communications Manager 

Low Chill Australia Inc. , PO Box 372, Burrum Heads  QLD  4659 – Phone: (07) 4129 5960; Mobile: 0407 589 445 –  

Email: cm@lowchillaustralia.com.au  

 

 

Th a t ’s a l l  fr o m  m e  fo r  2 0 1 4 .  Th e  ve r y  b e st  t o  r e a d e r s fo r  a  
t r u l y  g r e a t  fe st i ve  se a so n .  B a ck  i n   Fe b r u a r y  2 0 1 5. 
 

Co l  Sco t n e y  -  Editor  – Australian Stonefruit Grower 
 LCA Communications Manager  

 
 

mailto:australian.stonefruit.grower@aapt.net.au
mailto:cm@lowchillaustralia.com.au
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