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Market access secured for Australian nectarines to China

Australian nectarine growers now have new access to the Chinese market,
following the agreement of new import protocols by both countries.

Department of Agriculture and Water Resources First Assistant Secretary,
Louise Van Meurs, said successful development of the new protocols
reflected strong collaboration between the department, the summerfruit
industry and government officials in nectarine producing states such as
Victoria and South Australia.

“Today’s announcement is an excellent example of what can be achieved
when governments and industry work together to secure access to priority
markets,” Ms Van Meurs said.

“China is now Australia’s largest agricultural export market, with total
exports in 2015 worth approximately $10.9 billion.

“Access to this market will deliver very practical and commercially viable
export opportunities to Australian nectarine producers.”

The implementation of the China-Australia Free Trade Agreement
(ChAFTA) means that from 1 January 2017, Australian nectarines will face a
tariff of only 4 per cent in China, down from 10 per cent prior to entry into
force of ChAFTA.

Further tariff reductions will follow in 2018, with all tariffs on Australian
nectarines to be eliminated from 1 January 2019.

Ms Van Meurs said that one of Australia’s key strengths as an agricultural
trading nation was our favourable plant health status, underpinned by a
strong biosecurity system.

“Australia already exports a range of fresh fruits to China including citrus,
table grapes, mangoes and cherries,” Ms Van Meurs said.

Australian producers and exporters seeking more information about export
opportunities to overseas markets can visit
agriculture.gov.au/export/controlled-goods/plants-plant-products
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