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Australian Summerfruit Exports Surge Ahead to China   

The Australian summerfruit industry has recorded it best export season in over a decade as the new access to China saw exports soar.

In results released by Summefruit Australia for the 2017/18 season, the exports of Australian peaches, nectarines, plums and apricots increased 27 per cent year-on-year to 17,785 tonnes, worth A$65.17 million (US$48m). 

China was the leading destination receiving 4,985 tonnes during the season from November to May in addition to Hong Kong taking 3,308 tonnes. Australia gained access for nectarines to China in 2016 and followed by peaches, plums and apricots in 2017. 

Summerfruit Australia CEO John Moore said “For China to become the leading market for Australian summerfruit in the first year of full access is a fantastic result rewarding all the hard work by the industry and government over many years of negotiations.”

Australian Summerfruit exports have been on a pathway of sustained growth over the past 8 years and have increased by an average 14 per cent per year, before the 2018 season surge driven by the new China demand. “We are well on our way to our goal of exporting 20 per cent of our national production.” said Mr Moore. 

Some 75 per cent of the fruit was grown and exported from around Swan Hill and the Goulburn Valley in Victoria, and 16 per cent from New South Wales. Western Australian summerfruit exports lifted 127 per cent to account for 6 per cent of national exports.

According to the export analysis by Fresh Intelligence Consulting, over 40 per cent of the summerfruit exports were nectarines, 30 per cent plums, 28 per cent peaches and 2 per cent apricots. 

Asian markets including China, Hong Kong, Singapore and Malaysia account for over 75 per cent of Australian summerfruit exports and a further 20 per cent is exported to Middle East markets. 

Summerfruit imports by key Asian markets from all sources over the last 10 years have increased from 90 to 146 thousand tonnes. China is now the largest importer of summerfruit in Asia sourcing mostly from Southern Hemisphere suppliers for the counter seasonal opportunity. 

Australia’s position geographically, seasonality and production capability places the industry in a prime position to expand production and trade to meet the increasing demand for high quality fresh counter-seasonal nectarines, peaches, plums and apricots from discerning consumers in Asia.  				
------------- end ---------------

	Australian Summerfruit Exports by Market
	 

	 
	July to 
	May
	 

	Market 
	2017/18
	Chg LY 
	Share 

	 
	Tonnes
	%
	%

	China
	 4,985 
	167%
	28.1%

	Hong Kong
	 3,308 
	-32%
	18.6%

	Singapore
	 2,462 
	48%
	13.8%

	United Arab Emirates
	 1,888 
	-10%
	10.6%

	Saudi Arabia
	 1,378 
	21%
	7.8%

	Malaysia
	 884 
	52%
	5.0%

	Indonesia
	 620 
	82%
	3.5%

	Kuwait
	 598 
	28%
	3.4%

	Oman
	 377 
	 ++
	2.1%

	Qatar
	 353 
	95%
	2.0%

	Canada
	 274 
	-9%
	1.5%

	New Caledonia
	 105 
	18%
	0.6%

	Taiwan
	 98 
	409%
	0.6%

	Thailand
	 96 
	-20%
	0.5%

	Bahrain
	 69 
	9%
	0.4%

	all other 
	 550 
	 
	3.1%

	 
	 
	 
	 

	Total Tonnes
	 17,785 
	27%
	100.0%

	Source: ABS (2018) via IHS Global Trade Atlas; Fresh Intelligence analysis
	 



For information: 
John Moore 
CEO Summerfruit Australia Ltd 
P. O. Box 1726 Wodonga, Victoria 3689 
Ph +61 2 6059 0816   Mb 0419 305 901
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